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A LA M EDA FLO A TIN G H O M E A SSO CIA TIO N 

New s Ar o u n d t h e Do c k s 

These 3 homes along B dock 
were all built by Richard Bolands’ 
Marina Homes, Inc., ca 1970s.  

Photo from C. C. Times, 
7/15/2006 

When Richard Boland saw this summer's Contra Costa Times article (July 15, 2006) about floating homes at Barnhill 
Marina, he was reminded of a happy and productive time in his life.  The article included a photograph of three 
homes that he built (see above) during the period of 1968 - 1978 when he owned Marina Homes, Inc. here in Ala-
meda.  Mr. Boland and his partner, Leonard Farrauto, built at least 27 of the homes here at Barnhill, and many others 
that are now located in Sausalito, the Delta, the Peninsula and even in Southern California. During a recent interview 
and walk around our marina, Mr. Boland, who now owns Richard Boland Yachts at Marina Village,  reminisced about 
those early years.  As a young man in his twenties just getting started in life, Richard happened to be renting a 

floating home that was moored at a marina down near today's 
Quinn's Lighthouse restaurant.  In the winter of 1966-67, the Bay 
Area was hit by a huge storm with winds that gusted up to 90 mph.  
Richard's floating home was ripped from its moorings and washed 
up on the shore of Coast Guard Island.  The home's builder and 
owner, Bud Pollard (who later built a handful of homes at Barnhill 
Marina), rescued the home and negotiated with Mr. Barnhill to move 
it (and Richard) to Barnhill Marina, which Barney had acquired just 2 
years before and was beginning to develop.   Richard says this early 
Bud Pollard home is now the much-expanded Phil Freitas house at 
Dock D-17, and he remembers some of the wild parties he held there 
(confirmed by Barney!). 

It was while living at Barnhill Marina that Richard found his new ca-
reer path.  He recounts how in 1967 a guy named Ed Major was at-
tempting to build a floating home up in what is now the Barnhill 
Marina parking lot. Richard was curious and interested in the project, 

(continued next page) 

One of the earliest prototype floating homes pro-
duced by Marina Homes, Inc., the company cre-
ated by Richard Boland and Leonard Farrauto in 
1968. All historic photos in this article are courtesy 
of Richard Boland. 
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Richard Boland visits Barnhill Marina, 10/10/06.  His com-
pany built all of the homes pictured behind him on C dock. 

(Building a floating village, continued from page 1) 


